
2013 Coastview Vineyard Chardonnay 
Gabilan Mountains - Monterey County 

Winemaker Notes: 

The Gabilan Mountains are a sizable range of rugged granitic and calcareous mountains that run 
down the East side of the Salinas Valley, in Monterey County. Located six miles south of Calera's Mount 
Harlan AVA, the Coastview Vineyard is perched at 2,400 ft looking over the Salinas Valley, Santa Lucia 
Highlands and Monterey Bay. The owner, John Allen, is committed to farming organically. 

2013 was our fourth vintage producing a Coastview Chardonnay and it was an exceptional one at 
that. A text book growing season allowed the vines on the North-facing terraces to ripen slowly 
and hang into the Fall without losing minerality and acidity. Reminiscent of a fine Meursault, the 
Chardonnay from this site expresses both a crushed rock minerality and beautiful texture that is 
the hallmark of the decomposed quartzite/granite and limestone soils of the vineyard. 

The wine possesses a strong varietal character on the nose with notes of crushed flowers, Meyer 
lemon & orange zest, pineapple guava and crushed rocks. On the palate, the fine-grained texture 
and beautiful body is balanced by a strong sense of minerality and vibrant acidity. Notes of 
flowers, citrus zest and crushed rocks echo the nose and lead to a long, unfolding finish with 
terrific length and complexity.  

Antonio Galloni - Vinous - 94 points 
“One of the best wines in this range from Big Basin, the 2013 Chardonnay Coastview Vineyard is a real 
head-turner. Smoke, slate, dried pear and white flowers open up in an understated, crystalline Chardonnay 
long on class. A slight element of Burgundian-inflected reduction is present at this stage, but it is neither 
overpowering or dominant. Readers who can find the 2013 should not hesitate, as it is terrific.” 

Jeb Dunnuck - Wine Advocate - 92 points 
“My favorite of the Chardonnays is the 2013 Chardonnay Coastview Vineyard. From a cool site in 
Monterey County, it gives up crisp orchard fruits, citrus, blossom, white flowers and hints of brioche (it 
spent 15 months in French oak) to go with a medium-bodied, fresh, classically styled feel on the 
palate. Energetic, vibrant and almost racy with bright acidity, it was bottled unfined and unfiltered. 
There's only 200 cases, but it's superb and well worth tracking down.”  
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Winemaking: whole cluster pressed, 
indigenous yeast barrel fermentation. 

Barrel aged 15 months.  French oak - last five 

months spent in stainless 

Bottled unfined and unfiltered January 2015 

Alcohol 14% 

200 cases produced

mailto:information@BigBasinVineyards.com
mailto:information@BigBasinVineyards.com

