
2013 Santa Cruz Mountains Syrah 
Santa Cruz Mountains 

Winemaker Notes: 

In 2013, Mother Nature provided us with what easily could be our highest quality and yielding 
year for Syrah to date (though not high by any measure at just over 2 tons to the acre). Of course, 
it remains to be seen how good the quality is with the minute yields of our 2015 vintage fruit. Our 
2013 Santa Cruz Mountains Syrah is crafted primarily with fruit from the same vineyard blocks that 
produce our Rattlesnake Rock and Old Corral estate cuvées. The floral character and beautiful 
texture of this wine expresses these vineyards emphatically. The 2013 Santa Cruz Mountains Syrah 
is a good preview of the 2013 vintage estate Single Vineyard wines that we will start releasing 
about a year from now. 

The one quality of Syrah we rarely find and we seek to capture in every Syrah label are floral 
aromatics. When you nose meets a glass with this wine in it, you will understand why capturing 
this quality of Syrah is one of our principal goals with this grape. Everyone we've poured this wine 
for immediately comments they have never smelled Syrah like this before. And the pleasure 
doesn't stop there. On the palate, this is a classic expression of the varietal: juicy plums, dark 
berries, iron and pepper. The grapes were fermented 38% whole cluster, which add really nice 
length to the finish. In short, this will be a hard wine to keeps your hands off from. 

Jeb Dunnuck - Wine Advocate - 91 Points 
“There’s 335 cases of the beautiful 2013 Syrah Santa Cruz Mountains. Floral, perfumed, and complex 
with a lot of incense, violets, blueberry and pepper, it’s medium to full-bodied, light on its feel and ready 
to go. Despite the upfront nature, I suspect it will evolve nicely on its balance.” 

Antonio Galloni - Vinous - 90 Points 
"The 2013 Syrah Santa Cruz Mountains is plump, juicy and expressive, with plenty of varietal nuance 
and a translucent personality that is striking. Inky blue and purplish stone fruits, mint, violets and spices 
lend further complexity to an inviting and supple finish.” 
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91% Syrah, 5% Grenache & 4% Viognier  

Winemaking: whole berry, 38% whole cluster, 
cold soaked, hand punched, indigenous yeast, 
no fining or filtration. 

Barrel aged 11 months French oak barrels 

Vineyards: Estate 

Bottled August 2014 

Alcohol 14.5% 

315 cases produced


