
2014 Monterey Pinot Noir
Monterey 
County

Winemaker Notes:

The fruit was sourced from two vineyards, Coastview and Olson. High above the town of 
Chualar, in the middle of the Gabilan Mountains, is the Coastview Vineyard. Surrounded by 
maritime fog, with its mixture of granite and limestone soils,  offers ideal conditions for small 
berries and low yields resulting in intense and complex aromas and a dazzling array of flavors. 
Olson Vineyard is planted in ancient sand dunes in the strawberry farming town of Prunedale. 
The vineyard resides only a few miles from the Monterey Bay, near Moss Landing, thus 
temperatures here are always cool and daily fog covers the site until the early noon hours. 
These environmental factors make for very long growing seasons which results in wines of 
lower alcohol with rich and complex Pinot character.  
 
Our 2014 Monterey Pinot Noir intrigues with its upfront accessibility; it presents a wonderfully 
complex Pinot Noir that would satisfy both the fine wine connoisseur and novice. With both 
savory and fruity notes, we’ve found this wine evolves beautifully in glass over the course of an 
evening. The wine possesses a very expressive nose of vibrant bing cherries, raspberry and 
currants, in addition to a wonderful array of baking spices. On the palate, the aromatics carry 
over to the flavor profiles with the addition of a refined chalky character. The vibrant acidity of 
this wine will allow it to pair with a variety of fine cuisines.

Antonio Galloni - Vinous - 92 points
“Big Basin's 2012 Pinot Noir Monterey is absolutely gorgeous. Sweet floral and herbal notes 
meld into bright red berries in a silky, utterly impeccable Pinot with tons of near-term appeal. 
This supple, beautifully crafted Pinot impresses for its balance and overall sense of harmony. 
There is so much to like here. Highly expressive saline and savory notes linger on the close. 
The mid-October harvest is unusual for Pinot, but it works beautifully here.”

Allen Meadows - Burghound
“An attractively elegant and relatively high-toned nose reflects notes of red berries, dried flowers and 
Asian tea scents. The very supple but detailed medium weight flavors possess a beguiling sense of 
vibrancy that also helps carry the delicious, clean and persistent finish that displays a mild touch of 
dryness.”

Harvested: answer

Winemaking: whole berry, 85% whole cluster, 
cold soaked, hand punched, indigenous 
yeast
Barrel aged 11 months in French oak

Bottled August 2015 answer

Alcohol 13.%

420 cases produced


